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Cop a little
California
Attitude. 
Wacky. Creative. Hedonistic. Laid-back. 
However you describe the vibe in California 
one thing is sure, you just won’t find  
anything like it anywhere else. 

Maybe that’s why people from all over the globe 
have been irresistibly drawn to California. It’s like the Pied 
Piper of vacation destinations. 

And here’s a little secret. There’s a whole school of 
thought that coastal California is even better in winter 
than during the hotter months. Lower rates. Better waves. 
A whole heap of whales migrating down the coast. And 
even more blue sky than June or July. So catch the vibe. 
Cop some attitude. Come to California.

You can feel that certain California something 
everywhere. An energy that pulses through the entire 
state. From the peaks of the High Sierra to the redwoods 

along the Big Sur Coast. Along the Golden Gate Bridge and 
Hollywood Boulevard, through the flower-filled desert and 
the fabled wine country, and down the sparkling beaches of 
Southern California. You get sucked in. You become part of 
the vibe. You flash some of your own attitude. You have the 
vacation of a lifetime.

The problem with California (if you can call it a problem) 
is deciding what to do. Seriously, with so much going on, just 
figuring out how to fill your day can be a little overwhelming. 
Few other places on the planet can offer such incredible 
variety and depth of experience. 

How about a little wine tasting? Once upon a time,  

Napa Valley was the beginning and the end of the California 
wine experience. But now there are a dozen different wine 
countries spread up and down the state, from Monterey 
County near the fabulous Carmel coast, to the Sierra  
foothills, to the Santa Ynez Valley near Santa Barbara where 
much of Sideways was shot. 

Or a day on the links? Imagine teeing off on desert, 
mountain and beachfront courses all in the same week. And 
not just any old fairways and greens, but some of the most 
extraordinary links in the sport like Pebble Beach, La Quinta 
and Graeagle’s Dragon at Gold Mountain. 

A little money burning a hole in your Louis Vuitton? If 
you think the shopping along Rodeo Drive is ritzy, you should 
check out the blocks around Union Square in downtown San 
Francisco or the plush confines of South Coast Plaza in Orange 
County. And California is the place that invented the celebrity 
chef, a smorgasbord of culinary delights that stretches all the 
way from Wolfgang Puck and his designer California pizzas to 
celebrated Thomas Keller and his French Laundry.  

Want to get away from the hustle and bustle? The Golden 
State is also flush with fascinating small town life, a special 
bonus for those who venture beyond the bright lights of 
California’s big cities.

Monterey bristles with the Cannery Row that John  
Steinbeck immortalized in his Noble Prize-winning prose, 
home to an amazing array of waterfront restaurants and the 
world-class Monterey Bay Aquarium. Weaverville is an exquisitely 
preserved gold mining town in the shadow of Mt. Shasta, a 
treasure chest of Victorian “wedding cake” architecture, mansions 
built by the redwood barons.

June Lake in winter is pretty as a postcard, a tranquil retreat 
in the Eastern Sierra within easy reach of Mammoth Lakes. 
Avalon, perched at the southern end of Catalina Island, oozes 
romantic Mediterranean ambience. And nobody throws 
a mid-winter party like a desert town called Indio, host to 
both the International Tamale Festival in December and the 
renowned Date Festival in February. 

“Few other places on the 
planet can offer such  

incredible variety and depth 
of experience. ”

Conventional wisdom says that sun and 
snow don’t mix. Then again, conventional wisdom 
has never really applied to California. So it’s no 
surprise that some of the biggest and most 
exciting names in winter sports honed their skills 
at California’s world-renowned winter resort 
regions like Mammoth Lakes and Tahoe. 

With so much high mountain terrain to 
choose from, and a season that stretches from 
Thanksgiving into Spring, we’re talking the stuff 
that winter dreams are made of – deep base, 
fresh powder, thrilling runs and plenty of 
sunshine. Mammoth alone averages 400 inches 
of snowfall and 300 days of sun per year. Squaw 
Valley USA– where the sun shines three out of every 
four days – sees around 450 inches each winter.

How do you beat that combination? By 
adding in an awesome range of après snow 
activities – gourmet restaurants and groovy bars, 
luxury shopping and “A” list entertainment, heated 
indoor “lagoons” and romantic outdoor hot tubs. 
Many a San Francisco celebrity chef has opened a 
satellite eatery in Tahoe. If you think that Spring 
Break rocks at the seashore, you haven’t been up 
after midnight in The Village at Mammoth. And 
bring some spare change because California’s 
mountain villages are a high-altitude heaven for 
fashionistas, sporting everything from chic 
boutiques to big-name outlets. 

When all is said and done, the coolest thing 
about a California winter is a chance to ride in the 
tracks of winter sport superstars like Daron 
Rahlves, Tara Dakides, Stacey Cook, Travis Cabral, 
Shane McConkey, and more individual medal 
winners in the last two Winter Games than any 
other state.    

Heard enough? Plan your escape to California’s 
powder-draped steeps at visitcaliforniasnow.com.

amp your mojo

California’s
Golden” Snow
Scene.
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